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Bathurst District Historical Society Inc. 
 

          NEWSLETTER  
                                                      No 96  October – December 2013  
                                                       Price $3.00              Free to Members of the Society  

 

FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 
 

Welcome to number 96 Member’s newsletter to 
bring us up to Christmas. Already we have started to 
organise our annual Christmas Party which will take 
place in the Museum on Thursday 5th December 
from 5pm till about 7pm. All are welcome. Please 
bring along a plate with some Christmas goodies and 
food and bring your family.   
 

It is most pleasing to see the number of new 
memberships being received by the Society so 
welcome to our new members who are just receiving 
their first newsletter. Another positive trend is the 
increasing awareness of the Society itself as well as 
the Museum. .  

 

There has been a great deal of activity down at Old 
Government Cottage. The Bathurst Gardeners Club 
had a great working bee on Saturday 10th August 
during which they moved 9 cubic metres of soil and 
2 cubic metres of granite. The Western Advocate 
visited to record the occasion and do a story.  The 
Old Government Cottage sign has been removed in 
readiness for the new sign to go up. Peter Varman, 
Glennys Austin, Ted Reedy, and Alan Hammond 
have been regular names amongst the workers.  

 

With spring coming along the apple and pear trees 
have arrived in Bathurst along with strawberry, 
tayberry and raspberry plants ready for planting in 
their appropriate and predetermined spots.   
 

The Committee have authorised the new archway, 
garden seat and urn and all have been ordered. Upon 
arrival each will be appropriately secured into place 
hopefully by late September. Some of these items 
may well be donated by other clubs and these 
donations will be acknowledged.  
 

With the second phase of the Bi-Centennial Garden 
project coming up where the project needs other 
plants, trees, herbs, shrubs and more soil to fulfil the 
design specifications we are now looking for more 
cash donations. To date most of the donations have 
been used in the construction process. The money 
already donated has mostly been spent to date and 
we would prefer not to have any hold-ups due to the 
lack of sufficient funds. Donations are tax deductible 
for any donations over $2 and I would encourage 
any members, volunteers and friends of the Bathurst 
District Historical Society to consider making a 
donation to this worthy project please.    

 

Two of our museum volunteers, Ray Green and 
Loretta will be taking part in the displays over the 
Ben Hall Raid Weekend Festival. They are seen here 
with ‘Henrietta’ which will be on show in front of 
the Bathurst Court House from 10am on Saturday 
28th September. There will also be a Cobb and Co 
coach on display on the day and well-known identity 
Les Wardman will undertake at least three talks on 
the history of Cob & Co throughout the day.   
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Our Ben Hall Raid Weekend Festival has taken a 
considerable amount of time to organise with its 
many facets. We commenced in May 2012 with one 
meeting every month but by April it was weekly and 
from August the meetings have increased often to 
three or four a week.   

 
In late July we had a visit from Duncan Smith an 
Indigenous artist residing in the ACT and Richard 
Jameson, OAM, Producer/Director from Wirrim 
Films and Plump Angel Productions. 
 

Duncan is a Wiradjuri man with a young family who 
has produced a series of colour paintings based on 
the Aboriginal carved trees of New South Wales. 
The paintings are a massive size and beautifully 
done. His paintings are currently on display in 
Canberra for all to see.  
 

Duncan is very interested in his heritage and has a 
great knowledge and understanding of his culture. 
 

Richard Jameson has been commissioned by 
National Indigenous TV to produce a documentary 
on Duncan Smith. They were able to film some 
background footage for the documentary as well as 
taking some production stills.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember that during the Ben Hall Raid Weekend 
Festival and for the next two years there will be 
numerous opportunities when a colonial costume 
will be preferred dress. Now is the time to think 
about or dust off a costume. 
 

If anyone has a colonial type outfit and are willing to 
wear it down town on Saturday 28th September and 
just walk around, please let me know.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As this is the last newsletter before Christmas I 
would like to wish you all a very pleasant and Merry 
Christmas and a bright and prosperous New Year to 
one and all as well as your family and relations.   
 

Alan McRae - President   
oooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOooooooooooo 

 
 

Ben Hall Raid Dinner 
has about 60 seats left before people go 
on the waiting list – book quickly at the 

Museum. Cost is $60 per head.  
 

ooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooo 
 

MEDAL PRODUCED BY BATHURST TO 

MARK CROSSING OF THE BLUE 

MOUNTAINS 
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Who produced this small medalette I have still to 
ascertain so I would be grateful if anyone knows 
anything about it. I am assuming it was produced in 
1913. The medal has ‘Centenary Memorial 
Pavillion’ with an image somewhat like an 
‘unfinished’ Boer War Memorial. The medal is 
attached to a bar with “HONOR THE KING”. The 
bar is attached to a red, white and blue ribbon and an 
early wire safety pin. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The reverse of the medal has “Commemorating First 
Crossing of Blue Mountains – Blaxland, Wentworth 
and Lawson – 1813 – 1913.  

 
With Davis Blaxland visiting Bathurst I will see if he 
may have seen one before.  

 

The history of the crossing of the Blue Mountains 
will be talked about over the next two years in the 
lead-up to Bathurst’s bi-centenary.  
 

By the time the three explorers Lawson, Blaxland 
and Wentworth crossed the Blue Mountains there 
was a shortage of reasonable quality land suitable for 
pasture and farming around Sydney and its 
region. Land grants had been taken up and used to 
try to feed the colony.   
 

The subject of the muster this month ties in with the 
arrival in September 1805 of Gregory Blaxland. 
After arriving in NSW as a free settler, Gregory 
Blaxland set out to establish himself as a pastoralist 
and agriculturalist. One of his reasons for looking for 
a pathway through the mountains was to locate new 
and suitable grounds to allow his stock to graze, as 
well, maybe the land could also be suitable to be 
farmed.  
 

Gregory Blaxland, along with William Wentworth, 
an explorer and landholder and a Lieutenant in the 
New South Wales Veterans Company, a trained 
surveyor and pastoralist named William Lawson, 
decided to attempt the crossing which fortunately 
proved successful. Later Lawson would take up his 
grant at Bathurst, near O’Connell, where he named 
his grant “Macquarie” this is one of the tours 
available on the Ben Hall Raid Weekend itinerary.  
 

With four servants, several dogs and horses, the 
latter which were loaded up with food and 
provisions, firearms and ammunition, tents, ropes 
and other goods. Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth 
set out on Tuesday, 11th May, 1813, from Gregory 
Blaxland’s farm at South Creek and the rest is 
history as they say!  
 

Their plan was to travel along the ridges as many 
earlier attempts had followed the rivers and 
waterways. For three weeks the explorers and the 
other men battled the terrain and especially the dense 
vegetation which was so thick they worked on 
hacking away pathways just to get the horses 
through. Some days they travelled less than 3 
kilometers though they averaged around 4.5 
kilometers.  
 

At the end of May 1813 they reached a high point 
that was named Mount Blaxland in sight of the 
Cox’s River. They were greeted with a view of what 
could be expected for future generations.  
 

Governor Macquarie was, in the end, pleased with 
their efforts and decided to grant all three of the 
explorers 1,000 acres of land as a reward for their 
efforts.   
 

Later the surnames of two of the explorers, Blaxland 
and Lawson, were used to name towns in the Blue 
Mountains. 

ooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooo 
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PARRAMATTA TRIP  
 

Sunday 25th August dawned foggy and cold.  
However, as the bus pulled out of the McDonalds 
car park at the very early hour of 7am, the fog was 
lifting and a lovely clear blue sky was peeping 
through.  A cheerful bunch of bus riders were all set 
for a day in Parramatta.  
 

Chris Stewart had been working very hard putting 
this trip together and none of us were disappointed.  
The plan of the day was to refresh at Hambledon 
Cottage, walk the short distance to Elizabeth Farm, 
then wander over to the Bowling Club for lunch, 
Experiment Farm and back to Hambledon Cottage 
for a look through before back on the bus and home.   
 

So, making very good time down the motorway, the 
bus reached the first stop where Ken Smith and the 
Parramatta & District Historical Society had 
organized a splendid morning tea (below) in the 
delightful cottage garden, which was just what 
everyone was wanting!   

 

Elizabeth Farm, overlooking the upper reaches of the 
Parramatta River, is always a delight to visit, and on 
this lovely sunny spring day, it was a picture.  The 
Historic Houses Trust maintains the property and 
provides well-instructed guides who were very 
informative and multi-talented – our guide Elaine 
even played us a lovely piece on the upright piano in 
the drawing room!   

 
The house was built by John and Elizabeth 
Macarthur in c1790 (and is now Australia’s oldest 
European building), before they built their more 
imposing house, Camden Park, at Menangle.  It was 

only a small three roomed brick cottage which was 
transformed by amateur architect John Macarthur 
over the next 20 years into a smart country house, 
with verandahs complete with ‘Stranger’s Rooms’, 
large kitchen and cellars and lovely courtyard.  

  
How the original house looked  
The furnishings in the house are all reproductions 
which mean that, unlike most museums, visitors can 
sit on the chairs, touch the objects and look in the 
drawers.  Sadly, John became ‘irrational’ towards 
the end of his life, and spent most of his latter years 
in his bedroom with the heavy curtains drawn 
against the wonderful view of the garden and his 
property.  He died just as Camden Park was 
completed, and his widow Elizabeth decided to let 
her sons and their families live there and she 
remained at Parramatta till the end of her days.  It 
could not have been a hardship to live in such a 
lovely villa – cool and quite rooms all opening out 
on the garden, beautifully furnished with the best 
that money could buy and shipped out from England 
at the time.   
 

Front verandah at 

Elizabeth Farm   
 

However, the property 
is not just famous for 
being the home of the 
Macarthurs.  In January 
1904, William Swann 
purchased it, in a 
parlous state and he set 
about restoring it to 
become a home for him 
and his wife and their 
many daughters.  They 
lived in and cared for 
the house well into the 

1960’s when the remaining maiden daughters sold 
the house to the Elizabeth Farm Museum Trust.  The 
Misses Swann became an institution in Parramatta, 
genteel and hospitable, and are fondly remembered 
by many local residents for their contribution to the 
cultural life of Parramatta.  The very interesting 
video we saw shows them as very lively and 
interesting women even late in their lives.  They 
maintained the house and garden much as Elizabeth 
Macarthur had and it is due to them and their 
stewardship that so much colonial history and 
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heritage is available for us to enjoy today.  It was 
only pangs of hunger that dragged us away from 
such a wonderful spot!    

 

Elizabeth and John Macarthur 
 

The Bowling Club was the complete opposite!  
Bustling with family groups and parties, we added to 
the confusion by filling two large tables with a 
chattering group, all keen to enjoy a delicious 
smorgasbord of salads, carvery and hot food, and 
fresh and tasty Asian delights.  I noticed quite a few 
going back for seconds, particularly for the pavlova!  
After such a repast, the bus collected us to transport 
us the couple of blocks to Experiment Farm.  

       
Experiment Farm ca. 1905 
 

Experiment Farm Cottage stands on the Colony’s 
first land grant, Governor Phillip’s reward to convict 
farmer James Ruse in 1789 for his successful 
farming experiment on this site.  By 1791 Ruse had 
successfully farmed the 30 acre site as an experiment 
in self-sufficiency, proving that a new settler could 
feed and shelter his family. Colonial Surgeon, John 
Harris, bought Ruse’s land in 1793 for £40 and built 
the existing Indian-style cottage in 1834. It is 
furnished to reflect the times and taste of Dr Harris.    
 

It is run by the National Trust and we were once 
again in the capable hands of experienced guides 
who showed a real passion for the property.  A very 
interesting collection of wonderful furniture and 
fittings, Dr Harris’ medical equipment and, in the 
cellar there is a permanent exhibition on the life of 
James Ruse and the story of the site in all phases of 

its occupation - Indigenous and colonial to the 
present day.  However, the steps down into the cellar 
were quite steep so not everyone made the perilous 
trip!  The kitchen garden, while only small, was very 
productive and the guide responsible for it was 
justifiably proud of her endeavours, offering home 
grown lemons to anyone who didn’t have a tree at 
home. 

 

The front and side gardens are beautifully planted 
and looked lovely;  we were lucky enough to have 
Peter Varman on the trip who was kept busy 
answering questions about various plants and shrubs.  
The house sits on top of a hill with wonderful views 
of Parramatta Park and surrounds.  I commented to 
one of the guides that her spot in the front hall, 
looking out the front door, would make her job most 
enjoyable! 

 
Hambledon Cottage 
 

The shadows where lengthening as we wandered 
back through the park to Hambledon Cottage - built 
in 1824 by John Macarthur as a second house on his 
Elizabeth Farm Estate. It had many notable 
occupants in the early days, including General Sir 
Edward Macarthur, Archdeacon Thomas Hobbes 
Scott and Dr Matthew Anderson. Penelope Lucas, 
the former governess to John Macarthur’s daughters, 
lived there for 9 years, naming the family “Cottage” 
after the township of Hambledon in Hampshire, 
England.  
 

Ken and his team were once again on hand to offer 
cool drinks, chairs and benches for a welcome spell 
before splitting us into small groups for a very well 
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guided tour of the cottage.  Run by the Historical 
Society, Hambledon Cottage is a lovely slice of 
history, well maintained by the Society volunteers 
and full of interesting furniture and history.  Some of 
the visitors were very excited to see a Colonial cedar 
and cane reclining chair, exactly the same as one 
they have, and were even more excited to hear that 
there were only a couple in existence – one here in 
Hambledon Cottage and one in Vaucluse House in 
Sydney!  All the furniture in the house was not 
original but the Historical Society has been very 
careful to only display Parramatta related furniture 
and fittings.  A wonderful full tester bed (ex-
Government House, Parramatta) was on display, 
which had been fully refurbished by the ladies of the 
Society.  They made 80 metres of knitted woollen 
fringing for round the top and sides of the tester, 
sewed beautiful curtains and sides for all round the 
bed, and all got together to make a most wonderful 
patchwork quilt from a fabulous range of fabrics, an 
exact copy of the original quilt off the bed.   

 
Despite the ugly industrial intrusion behind 
Hambledon Cottage (at one stage the cottage was 
slated for demolition to make way for a car park! and 
now the 1960’s factory is disused), the lovely garden 
is often used for weddings and parties and is a credit 
to the volunteers who maintain it.   
 

The local council maintains the wider parkland 
surrounding the house and Ken mentioned that the 
Society is very grateful to them for their 
contribution. 

 

 
Ken then showed us their Archives and Research 
Room.  Well, what a wonderful space!  Loads of 
filing cabinets full of well-maintained records, 
computers, bookcases full of books and publications 
and a lovely big table surrounded by at least twelve 
chairs that are well utilized by volunteers every 
Tuesday.  We were very envious of it!   
 

It was back on the bus then, for the short trip to 
Glenbrook Park where Alan McRae’s famous 
‘afternoon tea’ sustained the travellers for the 
journey home.  A long but very satisfying day!  
Major thanks to Chris Stewart for all his 
organization of a very enjoyable outing. 

 

Trevor Patrick, President of the Parramatta & District 

Historical Society  presenting Alan McRae, President 

of the Bathurst District Historical Society with a copy 

of his book “In Search of the Pennant Hills” for the 

Bathurst District Historical Society library. Trevor 

wrote the book in conjunction with James Symes and 

Andrew Tink.  
ooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooo 
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SOCIETY  MONTHLY  MUSTERS 
 

Monthly Musters are held at the Museum with a 
7.30pm start. Musters are free and open to the 
public. There is a tradition of having supper 
afterwards and people are requested to bring a plate 
of goodies for supper. For information please contact 
Alan McRae, Monthly Muster Master on 63315404 
(h).    
 

19th September (Thursday) - Museum Week 

Muster - 7.30pm at the Senior Citizen’s Centre 

176 Russell Street, up the lane. David Blaxland 
will talk about the life and times of his great 
grandfather’s grandfather, Gregory Blaxland, the 
Blue Mountains explorer. Cost is $5 to cover the hall 
cost and supper served.    
 

Dr David Blaxland is a direct 
descendant of Gregory 
Blaxland and the prime mover 
in the establishment of the 
Western Crossings Foundation. 
He is certainly acknowledged 
as a “Blaxland-ophile” having 
extensively researched the 
Blaxland family. He has been 
a general pathologist since 
1987 working initially in 
northern Tasmania, then south 
west Victoria and southern NSW having previously 
practised as a GP based at Wagga Wagga.  
 

David is the regional pathologist for a large medical 
service in the Riverina area. He is a general 
pathologist with a special interest in histopathology, 
haematology, and medical undergraduate education.  
Although a full time medical practitioner he also 
finds time for his farm at Warnambool where he 
employs the best environment methods including the 
use of native grasses for stock feed.   
 

Gregory Blaxland, his wife Elizabeth and their three 
children left England on September 1, 1805, above 
decks on the William Pitt, a transport carrying 121 
prisoners, all except one being female. After the 
longest passage from England of any female 
transport between 1801 and 1820 the William Pitt 
arrived at Sydney Cove on April 11, 1806, bringing 
the news of the Battle of Trafalgar to the colony.  
 

Thursday 26th September - 7am - “Chasing Ben 

Hall” Bus Tour visiting Grenfell, Forbes Museum, 
Ben Hall’s grave, Escort Rock, Eugowra Museum, 
Ben Hall’s cave and Canowindra Museum. Morning 
and afternoon tea supplied, bring your own lunch + 
something to share. It will prove to be an exciting 
day and you will hear a lot of information on this 
trip. Bus leaves McDonald’s rear carpark 7am. $50 
per person. Bookings open at BDHS now so be very 
quick – 53 seats only.  
 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 27th to 29th 

September – Ben Hall Raid Weekend Festival – 

see program further on. Remember we also need 

more volunteers to help.  
 

Old Government Cottage at 16 Stanley Street will be 
opening on the Sunday 29th September and serving 
delicious Devonshire Teas with a tour of the cottage 
- Devonshire Teas and Tour $12 served till 3pm with 
the cottage closing at 4pm.  
 

17th October (Thursday) - Muster - 7.30pm in the 

Museum – Graham Lupp will talk on “Who 

wants to live in the Past?” A topic that should 
provoke some discussion about architecture and 
buildings with an interesting selection of slides.   
 

26th & 27th October (Saturday – Sunday) - The 
Bathurst Spring Garden Open Weekend - ten 
beautiful and varied spring gardens in the Bathurst 
district to visit. Old Government Cottage garden 
project will be one of the four charity recipients this 
year. Tickets are $15 and are available at all gardens 
and Bathurst Visitor Information Centre. They can 
also assist with a group itinerary and packed picnic 
lunches (if pre-ordered). They may also be able to 
provide a group tour guide for the garden visits and 
local attractions. 
For further information just contact Anne Llewellyn, 
Coordinator of Bathurst Spring Garden Spectacular 
Committee on 02 6331 4117 or email 
annesgarden@bigpond.com 
 

21st November (Thursday) - Muster - 7.30pm in 

the Museum – Chris Stewart - “A Sign for and by 
the Times”. Join Chris on an armchair tour of old 
painted advertising signs that used to grace the walls 
of our early Bathurst buildings. Some signs survive 
lucky enough to remain visible to us today. Some 
have been painted over and others the buildings have 
simply disappeared. Find out a little on the subjects 
and brand names so painted, help us track down 
where some of the building are today, see the 
“Ghost” Chemist sign that only appears after rain!” 
 

5th December (Thursday) – Christmas Party in 

the Museum from 5pm. Please bring a plate of food. 
RSVP to the front desk on 63308455 or email 
info@bathursthistory.org.au or amcrae@lisp.com.au 
by 2nd December 2012.    
 

Sunday 2nd February 2014 - Twilight Picnic at 
historic “Delaware” from 5pm. Hear the tales from 
the past as our host relates the story behind this 
stately home. Members bring your friends, picnic tea 
and rugs/chairs etc.  
 

There is a magnificent view to be had from this 
venue.   

EDWARD MONTAGUE BATTYE 
 

Edward Montague Battye was born on 29th March, 
1817, at Rougham Hall in Suffolk, England.  At the 
age of eighteen Edward joined the army and two 
years later, in 1837, became a page to Queen 
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Adelaide. Before long he joined the 23rd Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers after receiving his commission, 
rising quickly to the rank of captain. He saw service 
as the aide-de-camp to Sir William Williams during 
the 1837-38 Canadian rebellion and afterwards 
raising and training local recruits.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Battye and his wife, whom he had married in 
Canada, sailed back to England before sailing to the 
colony of New South Wales, arriving on 29th 
December, 1847. He had been appointed as aide-de-
camp to his uncle, Major-General Edward Wynyard, 
who had been appointed commander of the military 
forces of Australia.  
 

When payable gold was discovered near Bathurst in 
1851, Governor Charles Fitzroy appointed Battye to 
undertake the reform of the Military Mounted Police 
so they could perform duties on the goldfields and 
undertake escorts of gold. When Major-General 
Wynyard was ordered to sail for England in 1852 
Captain Edward Battye decided to retire from the 
23rd Royal Welsh Fusileers and the army and 
undertook to stay with the police.  
 

Captain Battye, along with nine troopers, rode up to 
Bathurst arriving on 5th June, 1851. Arrangements 
had been made to accommodate the men at the 
Shepherd’s Home Inn on the corner of Piper and 
Rankin Streets. Mr. James Maher had built the inn 
and was the first licensee, though Mr. Slee took over 
afterwards, followed by Mr. Conroy. An application 
was made by Mr. Bulger but it was refused so one 
assumes that Mrs. Maher took the opportunity to fill 
her establishment and take on the troopers as 
lodgers.      
 

Within a short time an Aboriginal tracker named 
Billy Taylor was appointed however he died in July 
1861.   
 

Edward Battye was renowned for neglecting to pay 
the accounts for supplies provided to the police. 
Businesses had to tender to the New South Wales 
Government to supply food for the troopers and 
forage for the horses and were soon upset if payment 

didn’t follow. Battye’s administrative inability not 
only extended to not getting the paperwork to pay 
for daily expenses but also it held up the wages of 
his men.  
 

Byrnes, Wise and Co was established by Messers H. 
Byrnes and G.F. Wise in 1851. The gentlemen’s 
general store sold items from crockery to farm 
machinery, gold pans to iron mongery (hardware), 
beer to groceries. At one stage they were selling 
‘portable thrashing machines of two horse power 
from M. Wedlake and Company’ from their 
premises in William Street. The business also had 
the contract to supply horse feed for the trooper’s 
horses. As payment was not forthcoming Mr. George 
F. Wise wrote on numerous occasions requesting 
Captain Battye to pay the Police account mainly for 
horse fodder which at one time was in excess of 
£180.    
 

By 1857 there were 26 troopers under Battye’s 
command though not all were stationed in Bathurst. 
They were spread around in towns and villages such 
as Carcoar, Blackheath, Diamond Swamp, Orange, 
Hartley, Ben Bullen and Ballyrow. The Gold 
Commissioners controlled the Mounted Gold Police. 
In January 1859 Captain Battye was seeking local 
men to serve in the Bathurst Mounted Police.   
 

On 9th April, 1861, Edward Battye learnt that his 
command of the Western Mounted Police and Gold 
Escorts had been superseded via the N.S.W. 
Government Gazette. This he would have found 
distressing however it didn’t stop him writing to the 
Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal to thank his 
non-commissioned officers and troopers for their 
services while under his command for the previous 
ten years. His letter prompted others in Bathurst and 
surrounds to write to the newspaper expressing their 
gratitude to this man. Several months later Captain 
Battye placed an advertisement in the Bathurst 
Times newspaper seeking employment.   
 

Battye’s job was taken over by English born, ex 
British East India Company ensign and ex 
magistrate, William Chatfield. The new 
Superintendent of the Mounted Patrol in the Western 
District soon discovered that his area covered some 
120,000 square miles. Chatfield had married in the 
Colony of New South Wales in 1841, before going 
back to India for several years before returning to 
Sydney in 1844.  
 

By early 1862 Battye had been reappointed to the 
‘new’ police force as an inspector taking up duties at 
Lambing Flat. As authorities appreciated his policing 
skills but not his administrative paperwork flaws 
Battye was often transferred to new locations. In 
1862 he became Inspector of Police at Burrangong 
before going on to Cooma. He became a 
Superintendent of Police serving around the country 
areas of the colony. Battye was involved in the 
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pursuit of the Ben Hall and the Clarke gangs. 
Captain Battye retired from the police force in 1890 
after over forty years service. He died on 12th July, 
1898. 

ooooooooooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooooo 

 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 

 
As we move towards Christmas with this newsletter 
it may of interest to hear what people thought or ate 
in the past. Our image shows Christmas dinner in the 
1880’s as depicted in the Sydney Mail in December 
1889. A family is sitting under a bark and sapling 
lean-to outside their canvas tent in a forest of some 
type. They would not have had turkey but likely 
wallaby or rabbit cooked over the fire. Many early 
settlers found Christmas was out of place in the hot 
temperatures in Australia as most immigrants were 
used to snow covering the landscape at Christmas 
time.  
 

Invariably the temperature would have likely been 
above 104 degrees Fahrenheit in the shade or even 
higher. Some complained that in the heat they were 
unable to get an appetite whilst others complained 
about the amount of alcohol consumed by the lower 
classes and their drunkenness.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Baked dinners were the order of the day as that was 
the European practice coming through. There were 
the vegetables, all baked, and the pan-made gravy 
using plain flour, nothing out of a box.   
 

I recall my grandmother used to serve current bread 

with jam and suet and she made special toffees or 
toffee apples for the children. We always had home-
made lollies to take home. Boiled plum pudding with 
brandy sauce was for dessert, a practice my 
grandmother did for us every year and in the heat of 
the day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She always had silver threepences and sixpences in 
the plum pudding (they were added later after 
cooking) and if for some reason we didn’t find a 
trey or zac then one would be mysteriously found 
under our plate. She always used some golden syrup 
or treacle in the recipe. The meal was always baked 
including the ham.   

ooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooo 

Advert ca 1895 from Bathurst newspaper  
 

THE N.S.W. FRESH FOOD  

& ICE COMPANY LTD 
 

Few people would realise that the Fresh Food and 
Ice Company’s Works, Harbour Street in Darling 
Harbour in Sydney would have an effect on 
Bathurst. It was originally started by Thomas Mort 
in 1861. If you were a bottle collector then one may 
have more of an understanding. This company 
supplied empty recycled bottles to a number of 
companies. In fact some bottles have the name Fresh 
Food and Ice Company embossed onto the bottle. I 
recall beer bottles, especially ‘DA’ in particular that 
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was embossed around the bottom “Property of Fresh 
Food and Ice Company”.  
 

Mr. D. McFadden was the General Manager at the 
time this article appeared in the Trade Journal. 
Laidley More was the Chairman of the Board which 
consisted of W.E. More, Hon. F.T. Hemphley, 
M.L.C.; James More and L.M. Samby.  
 

These works are splendidly situated for the business, 
as they are alongside the Darling Harbour railway 
line, and within a few hundred yards of the various 
coastal companies’ wharves. In the case of the 
produce from the railways, it is run in the trucks 
right into the landing stage of the works, whether it 
be meat from Riverstone or milk and cream from 
Illawarra, and in either case machinery comes into 
play in unloading, weighting, and conveying from 
the trucks to the respective departments wherein the 
particular products are to be treated or stored.  
Everything must be well and economically handled; 
therefore, the most approved appliances are brought 
into play.  Upwards of 1,200 carcases of mutton are 
conveyed from truck to chamber per hour, and the 
loading of the vans from the cool store is transported 
on the vans from the cool store is carried on at the 
same high rate of speed. 
 

As the F.F. & I. Company has freezing capacity for 
12,000 carcases of mutton at one time, and storage 
accommodation for 130,000 it can readily be seen 
how large the business is. There are one or two other 
phases closely allied that are of interest, such as ice-
making, hare and rabbit exporting, bacon curing, etc. 
 

One Bathurst reporter travelled to Sydney to look 
over the works. A look over these works must be 
highly interesting to the visitor from the other States. 
 

Each freezing chamber has its own distinctive 
aroma, and all are thoroughly clean.  In the fish 
freezer are all kinds of Australian and foreign fish, 
from Whitebait to Turbot and Turtle; and in the 
game chamber are all kinds, from quail, pheasants 
and partridges. As to the poultry, the stacks of geese, 
turkeys, ducks and fowls indicate the magnitude of 
this branch. The poultry are received alive, and 
cooped up to cool before being killed and dressed. 
The cooping, killing, and plucking room is zinc-
lined, and every care is taken to keep the place 
scrupulously clean.   
 

The manufacture of ice is considerable. Indeed, this 
Company have by far the largest output of any 
factory in Australia.  For the large towns on the 
southern and western lines such as Bathurst and 
Orange, the ice is packed direct into special railway 
cars used solely for that purpose; no boxes are used; 
the blocks are stacked in sawdust in the cars. They 
are quickly despatched as far south as Wagga, on the 
Southern, and Bourke, on the Western railway lines.  
The system of ice-making known as the Plate 
system, is unique. 

 

The freezing is done exclusively by Hercules 
machines; one machine has a capacity of 160 tons 
refrigeration each 24 hours. 
 

One other department that is closely allied to the 
foregoing is that of bacon and ham curing, and the 
system in vogue is well abreast of the excellent 
methods alluded to in the other sections of the 
Company’s works.  The pickling vats are equal to an 
output of 600 sides per week; from thence the sides 
of pork go into the salting chambers, and after 
removal from there are thoroughly scalded, and 
switched over into the drying room.  Naturally, in all 
these processes there is an absence of all impurities, 
whether from flies or other contaminating agencies.  
Immediately alongside the drying room is the 
smoking-room, where the sides of pork and legs of 
pork are transformed into sides of bacon and ham.  
After the sides of bacon have been cured to a nicety, 
they are bagged in calico, with the Company’s brand 
thereon. Western Stores had supplies come from this 
company and in Bathurst a truck would meet the 
train to collect good immediately.  
 

Fresh foods and preserved foods all need to be 
handled in the cleanest possible manner, from the 
time of leaving the slaughter-house or the farm to 
appearing on the table of the consumer, whether the 
place of consumption be at our own doors or ten 
thousand miles away.  This principle of cleanliness 
and purity is observed in every department of the 
F.F. & I. Company Ltd. it was taken over by Peter’s 
Consolidated Milk Industries in 1952.  

 

Webb & Co purchased goods from the F.F. & I. 
Company Ltd. with the goods being despatched on 
the train to Bathurst  

ooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooo 
 

CORSETS  IN  BATHURST 
 

E Webb & Co were often the point of ‘high’ fashion 
in Bathurst having agents in England and Europe 
selecting fashions to ship out sight unseen by the 
Bathurst store. This was the way it was in the 1880s 
as corsets were a much wanted item in the wardrobes 
of Bathurst’s fairer sex. They were considered 
‘elegant’ by most especially when one compared 
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those to the heavier earlier types.  
 

By now more businesses had established 
themselves in England to manufacture corsets and 
they were no longer just plain white, coloured 
material and lace were fashionable. The type of 
fabric used also changed, depending on the price of 
the garment and Webbs found that satin was 
proving popular.   
 

More sizes were available meaning that older ladies 
could also wear them as they gained a little weight.  
The corset could also be had in varying hip, bust 
and waist combinations. With advertising came the 
usual barrage of claims and names. The corset 
manufacturers came up with selected names to call 
their corsets. Drawings were used to illustrate the 
corset with exaggerated small waists or a very 
curvy look.  
 

The bustle made a return in the middle of the 1880s 
in the ladies department of E. Webb & Co, these 
contrivances on the lady’s back coming in all 
shapes and sizes.  Many were manufactured from 
light iron or steel attached to the inside of the dress. 
When one looks at the early drawings they 
resemble a small pillow attached to the back of the 
gown. The structure was usually stuffed with 
material but could also contain straw, horsehair, 
chicken feathers or down. One can just imagine how 
uncomfortable they were not to mention 
cumbersome.  
 

Crinoline dresses with a bustle, the later changing in 
size it seems depending on the time of the day it was 
worn and all this with often a corset underneath. By 
the 1890s the bustle had all but disappeared and 
there was more emphasis on ladies hips thus this was 
also the job of the corset. .  
 

As time moved on dresses and skirts became simpler 
but the petticoats increased as the waist saw even 
more accentuation. Heavier material was needed to 
help support the stiff petticoats.  
 

Webbs Emporium during WWI was selling Izod's 
Corsets which were being made for Australian 

conditions and were designed to suit every type of 
figure. Webbs claimed that 
they were of the highest 
standard of English Corset 
Manufacture. 
 

The corset on the left was a 
No. 6183. It was a corset for 
the medium to tall, well-
developed figure, very 
strongly boned, medium 
height, bust graduating to a 
higher shoulder with 4 
suspenders. They were made 
in sizes 22 to 30 and sold for 
10/11 each  
 

Another No. 6300 was to suit 
the medium to stout figure 
with medium full bust, in 
double Skirt Batiste, well 
boned, and has 4 suspenders, 
finished with washing 
Embroidery; sizes 22 to 36 at 
7/11 each  
 

Unfortunately by 1917 supplies had all but stopped 
due to the war.  

ooooooooooooOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooo 
 

FIREMEN COULDN’T SAVE KELSO HOTEL 
 

Basically the first ‘fire station’ was a section in the 
old Market building on what is now King’s Parade 
and the first British made horse-drawn pump was 
housed here. Fire was one thing that was feared in 
any early town. There were efforts to establish a 
volunteer fire brigade in the 1870s and raise money 
for a fire pump but initially nothing happened. Often 
metal buckets were organised on a horsedrawn 
wagon by larger households or businesses in case of 
fire.   
 

Mr. P. Gibson approached council in 1873 to form a 
fire brigade but his idea fell on deaf ears. Again in 
1875 another attempt was made with a public 
meeting but the idea waned again.   
 

At a public meeting in November 1878 some two 
dozen young men volunteered from Bathurst and put 
their names forward. Mr. John Boyd was the 
chairman at this meeting.  Money to the value of 
£134 had already been raised by Mr. W. Butler and 
Mr. W.G. Stephens to purchase the necessary 
uniforms and equipment.  
 

Captain J.W. Butcher (ex Sydney) became our town 
brigade’s first commander taking over duty in June 
1887.  The first station, designed by Mr. James 
Hines, was opened on 26th June, 1887.       
 

In mid 1894, the Sportsman's Arms at Kelso was 
destroyed by fire with the Bathurst Brigade 
attending. The Bathurst Daily Times newspaper 
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reported - "It appears that Mr W. Peers, the licensee, 
before retiring for the night, was in the bar parlour 
talking to several boarders Malcolm, Pitt, Charley 

and Nathan about farming at around 11.30pm.  Then 
Pitt left to go to bed after saying goodnight.  The 
others remained for a time and then separated.  Mr 

Peers accompanied them to the back door for the 
purpose of shutting up for the night, when flames 

were observed in the vicinity of the chimney at the 
rear of the laundry.”   

 

Bathurst Fire Station in William Street ca 1910 

“Information was conveyed to the Fire Brigade 
Station at Bathurst and the men were promptly on 

the spot some forty five minutes after the fire had 
been discovered.  By the time they arrived, the 

western end of the house was a mass of flames.  
About 1 o'clock the roof at this end fell in, and the 
only thing that remained to be done was to prevent 

the flames from spreading further.” 
 

“To effect this object Captain Butcher broke through 
the ceiling in one of the rooms, and removed two 

sheets of iron off the roof, by which means the water 
in a tank was brought into play on the burning pile.  
The result was that the fire was stopped at the wall 

of the billiard room.” 
 

“Mr Matthews, the owner of the premises, was 
insured by the London and Lancashire (Mr Stokes 
agent) for £1000 ($2000) and stock and furniture 

were insured for £400 ($800) in the New Zealand 
National (Mr G Sawyer agent).  The latter policy 

was taken out quite recently.” 

 

“Mr Peers has been in business for about three 
years and was doing very fairly.  He does not know 

yet the extent of the damage. The building was very 
old, being among the first erected at Kelso and the 

owner was supposed to be insured against loss.” 
 

The Fire Brigade Act of 1927 obligated local 
councils, including Bathurst to then pay 25% of the 
local fire station’s maintenance.  After World War 
Two the Act was changed and in 1949 the amount 
councils were required to pay for maintenance of 
their local fire station was reduced to one-eighth.  
This old historic fire station was finally replaced 
with a new brick building in George Street, the new 
premises opened by Mr. C.A. Kelly, Chief Secretary 
on 19th April, 1963, with another new one built up 
at Windradyne.    
 

 

Society member Chris Stewart seeks 

information or photos of “Glendower”, 5 

Lloyd’s Road Bathurst. The home was built 

in 1885 for Lewis Lloyd by builder of the 

Bathurst Court House, David Jones. The 

house was sold in 1886 to Percy 

McPhillamy and family. It was in 

December 1913 under ownership of the 

McPhillamy family that a house fire took 

the top storey of the house. 
 

Seeking information or early photos, will 

pay costs. Contact Chris on 0408 084 450 
 
 

 

GENERAL  INFORMATION 
Museum and Archives: 
East Wing, Bathurst Court House, Russell Street. 
P.O. Box 237, Bathurst  NSW  2795 
Phone: (02) 63308455 (Museum Open Hours) 
Email: info@bathursthistory.org.au  
 

Annual Membership Subscription (due July 1st) 
   $20 single and $30 family 
   Corporate on request 
   Once only joining fee of $25 
 

Museum Hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
10am – 4pm.  Sunday 11am-2pm 
 

Archives Hours: 

Tuesday   10.30am-12.30pm; 1.30-3.30pm 
                     Subject to volunteers availability. 
 

Old Government Cottage Hours: 
Open each Sunday 12 noon to 4pm.  
 

Information on the Society, as well as 
membership application forms, are available at the 
front desk during opening hours.            
 

Alan McRae FAIHA Newsletter Editor 


